WORK AND LEISURE
The majority of human beings are oppressed by
excessive labour of the most senseless kind. That
fact may, and Indeed should, arouse our indigna-
tion and our pity. But these emotions must not
prevent us from criticizing the project of those
who wish to change the present state of things.
The social reformers desire to see a dispensation
under which all men will have as much, or nearly
as much leisure as is enjoyed by the leisured classes
to-day: We may be permitted to doubt, for all
our sympathy, whether the consummation' is
really, after all, so much to be desired.

Let us begin by asking one simple question :
What is it proposed that human beings shall do
with the leisure which social reorganization and
perfected machinery are to give them ?

Prophets of the future give fundamentally the
same answer to this question, with slight varia-
tions according to their different tastes. Henri
Poincar^, for example, imagined that the human
beings of the future would fill their long leisures
by * contemplating the laws of nature/ Mr. Ber-
nard Shaw is of much the same opinion. Having
ceased, by the time they are four years old, to take
/any interest in such childish things as love, art and
the society of their fellow beings, the Ancients in
Back to Methuselah devote their indefinitely pro-
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